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Burnley is officially the most enterprising area in 
Britain, according to the Government’s Department 
of Business, Innovation and Skills. In a terrific 
accolade for one of Lancashire’s most historic 
towns, the Government has revealed that Burnley is 
the area which best demonstrates: “improving 
economic prospects and encouraging enterprise.” 
This is an award for everyone supporting business 
in the town and the surrounding area and leading 
Burnley businessmen and entrepreneurs attended a 
ceremony last month to celebrate the town’s 
success. The prestigious award received national 
media coverage, with BBC-1’s flagship The One 
Show devoting a special programme to the Burnley 
success story. The town was praised for its 
Bondholders scheme, which has brought together 
over 100 firms, including Eshton, to promote the 
town as a place for business and has attracted 
£10m of investment. Business minister Michael 
Fallon said: "The Burnley Bondholders scheme is 
reinvigorating the local economy and helping to 
change perceptions of Burnley. Initiatives like this 
are working hard to boost growth and thoroughly 
deserve recognition." Burnley council leader Julie 
Cooper added: "Burnley is well on its way to forging 
a strong international reputation as a centre of 
excellence for manufacturing, particularly in the 
aerospace industry.  

James Chapman, managing director of Eshton, 
commented: “As long-standing members of Burnley’s 
Bondholders’ scheme, we are delighted that the 
scheme has attracted such praise. It is also extremely 
gratifying to hear that Burnley is officially the most 
enterprising area in the UK.”

The bridge over the Leeds-Liverpool canal connecting Burnley 
Bridge Business Park to Junction 9 of the M65, has been installed’ 

The 70-acre business park is one of the most exciting developments 
in the North West and will create 1,400 new and sustainable jobs. 
Phase One of the development will be completed by early Spring 
next year, with quality industrial units ready for occupation.

The bridge and an access road link the £50 million business park to 
Junction 9 of the motorway, giving direct access to the heart of the 
site, which is on the outskirts of Padiham, East Lancs.

James Chapman, the managing director of Eshton, the developers of 
Burnley Bridge, commented: “This is a very significant landmark in 
the development of our quality Grade A business park. It opens up 
the site from the motorway, which allows potential occupiers to see 
exactly what we are creating here. 

“These are exciting times at Burnley Bridge. As well as the 
infrastructure going in, a 64,100 sq ft warehouse building is being 
comprehensively refurbished, providing a superb base for a logistics 
or industrial occupier, and 29,000 sq ft of speculative new units are 
being built. These will be ready for occupiers to move into in 
February.

Burnley Council leader Julie Cooper said: “This bridge will unlock the 
massive potential that the site has in terms of attracting businesses 
into the borough and creating new jobs. The fact it links the business 
park directly with the M65 greatly enhances its attraction to 
companies wanting to locate on this prime site.

“Burnley is on the up. The fact we’ve just been named Britain’s Most 
Enterprising Area reinforces that. This massive step forward for 
Burnley Bridge Business Park shows Burnley is in a good position to 
generate economic growth. We have got more interest from 
companies growing and expanding in Burnley than we’ve had for a 
long time.”

The project has been kick-started by a European Regional 
Development Fund grant of £3.85 million to Eshton, the developers 
of the site. 
Mr Chapman said that there had already been a good deal of interest 
in Burnley Bridge from potential occupiers, thanks to its superb 

location by the M65 and its ability to provide bespoke deals for 
occupiers.

Gordon Birtwistle, the MP for Burnley, said: “It is great to watch the 
development of this excellent business park, which will bring 
tremendous benefits to Burnley. This is an exciting time for Burnley 
and the 1,400 jobs, which should be created when Burley Bridge is 
fully developed, will be a great boost to the town.”

Edwin Booth, Chairman of the Lancashire Enterprise Partnership 
(LEP), said:  "The bridge work is a major milestone in the 
development of this exciting project that will help to unlock the 
economic potential of the M65 corridor.
 
"The LEP invested in this scheme through our Growing Places Fund, 
because it fits well with the overall aims of the fund, creating new 
jobs as part of a prime development opportunity. Growing Places is 
designed to make schemes happen by tackling immediate 
infrastructure and site constraints to unlock jobs and development. 
Money invested will be paid back to create a sustainable fund for 
investment in future schemes."

The agents for Burnley Bridge are Dove Haigh Phillips of Leeds and 
Trevor Dawson of Blackburn and Burnley.

Michael Cavannagh of Trevor Dawson believes that Burnley Bridge 
possesses a number of key advantages over its rivals.

He explained: “The location, immediately off Junction 9 of the M65, 
is perfect. It is the first speculative development along the M65 for at 
least five years, which means it is satisfying pent-up demand, and it 
can accommodate a wide range of requirements from 3,000 sq ft up 
to 500,000 sq ft. That provides potential occupiers with a massive 
choice,” he added.

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is making a 
real difference to people and businesses in the North West. With 
Euro 755 million to invest between 2007 and 2013, ERDF is 
enhancing the competitiveness of the region’s economy by 
supporting growth in enterprise and employment.

For further information, please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/erdf-programmes-progress-and-achievements

Burnley Bridge Business Park is Designed for Delivery and considered Best in Class 
for all industrial sectors. Whether you operate in the traditional regional industries such as 
Aerospace, Distribution, Automotive, Precision Engineering, Textile, or any other sector, Eshton will 
deliver your building requirements on time and within budget.

“Cobalt, the warehouse, is being stripped back to its steel frame 
and then reclad to satisfy the requirements of the 21st century. The 
speculative industrial units are being built in two blocks, with sizes 
ranging from 3,000 sq ft to 19,000 sq ft,” explained Mr Chapman.

“Significantly, some larger occupiers have been looking at the 
site and some have been enquiring about a unit in excess of 
500,000 sq ft. There aren’t any other sites in the East Lancashire 
region where you could build something like that, especially with 
access straight onto the motorway network” he commented.

“This award reflects Burnley's growing 
stature, showing the way to the rest of the 
country by promoting manufacturing in 
Britain and puts us on the map.”

IT’S OFFICIAL 
BURNLEY IS 
THE BEST

NEW BRIDGE INSTALLED AT 
BURNLEY BUSINESS PARK



Continued...

SPOTLIGHT ON COBALT GMI APPOINTED, CONSTRUCTION
OF FIRST UNITS UNDERWAY

The 64,100 sq ft Cobalt building is one of the jewels in 
the crown of Burnley Bridge Business Park. Set within a 
3.2 acre site, with a Very Good BREEAM rating, the 
single-storey Cobalt building is available for sale or 
long-term lease. Primarily a manufacturing and 
warehouse unit, but with extendable office space as well, 
the property is currently being refurbished to the highest 
standards. It will be available for occupation in February 
2014. Mike Haigh, of Leeds-based property consultancy 
Dove Haigh Phillips, commented:

Award-winning Yorkshire construction 
company GMI have been appointed to 
build and refurbish two prestigious 
warehouse and industrial units for Phase 
One of Burnley Bridge Business Park. 
GMI have been contracted to build out 
Magnesium Court and refurbish The 
Cobalt Building. Magnesium Court 
comprises 29,000 sq ft of excellent 
warehouse and industrial space, while the 
larger Cobalt Building is 64,100 sq ft (See 
Spotlight feature opposite). 

James Chapman, managing director of 
developers Eshton, commented: “This is a 
very important appointment and crucial to 
the success of Burnley Bridge. GMI 
Construction has an excellent reputation 
for being reliable, efficient and 
professional and for completing quality 
projects on time and within budget”. 

The Cobalt Building – Manufacturing / Warehouse Unit
1st Phase of Impressive 70 Acre Flagship Site
Extensive Loading Areas

Very Good Rating.

A development by

BURNLEY BRIDGE
BUSINESS PARK

FOR SALE / TO LET
JUNCTION 9, M65, BURNLEY, LANCASHIRE
64,100 Sq. Ft.
WITHIN A TOTAL SITE OF 3.2 ACRES

BURNLEY BRIDGE
BUSINESS PARK

A development by

FOR SALE / TO LET
1st Phase of Impressive 70 Acre Flagship Site
Multi use - Excellent Warehouse & Distribution, Manufacturing or Office Potential
Junction 9, M65, Burnley, Lancashire

Magnesium Court
3,000 sq ft  to 19,000 sq ft

Very Good Rating.

burnleybridge.co.uk

Misrepresentation Act: Dove Haigh Phillips and Trevor Dawson for themselves and for the Vendors and
Lessors of this property whose agents they are give notice; i) The particulars are set as a general outline only
for the guidance of intended purchasers or lessees and do not constitute nor constitute any part of, an offer
of contract. ii) All descriptions, dimensions, references to condition and necessary permissions for use and
occupation, and other details are given without responsibility and any intending purchasers or tenants should
not rely on them as statements or representations of fact but must satisfy themselves by inspection or
otherwise as to the correctness of each of them. iii) No person in the employment of Dove Haigh Phillips or Trevor
Dawson has any authority to make or give any representation or warranty whatever in relation to the property.

GMI Construction Group PLC (GMI), 
based in Leeds, was formed in 1986 and 
has grown to become a well-established 
successful building and construction 
services company operating throughout 
the UK. Jarrod Best, Group Managing 
Director for GMI Construction Group said: 
“We are delighted to be involved in this 
exciting project with Eshton. The 
development of Burnley Bridge Business 
Park will bring excellent 
industrial/distribution services to the local 
area and beyond”.

“Cobalt is one of the finest buildings of its 
kind on the M65 corridor. Apart from its 
excellent location, adjacent to East 
Lancashire’s superb motorway network, it 
boasts a number of high-quality and popular 
features.”

“ Cobalt is situated in the heart of the most 
exciting new business park currently being 
built in East Lancashire. It represents a 
tremendous opportunity for potential 
occupiers and we are already experiencing 
serious interest in the building.”

“Our business park is set to create up to 
1,400 jobs for the region and it is 
appropriate that a first-class northern 
construction company should be working 
with us to kick start the project.”

“These include extensive loading areas, a minimum eaves 
height of seven metres, offices with potential for 
expansion and plenty of car parking. Crucially, it can be 
adapted to the requirements of individual occupiers,” 
explained Mike. He added:




